CHAPTER I
FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE ARMISTICE TO THE
ANCHORING IN THE FIRTH OF FORTH
ON the 10 November it became known in Wilhelms-
haven that an Armistice with the Powers of the
Entente was being brought to a successful conclusion.
Under a row of articles, ordering the disarmament of the
German Forces on land and water, appeared the particular
one affecting the battleships, cruisers, and torpedo boats
of the High Seas Fleet in which we are interested here.
This was Article 23 of the Armistice terms. It runs:
'The Warships of the German High Seas Fleet
indicated by the Allies and U.S.A. will at once be dis-
mantled and then interned in neutral ports, or in default,
in ports of the Allied Powers. The ports will be indicated
by the Allies and U.S.A. They wfll remain there under
the superintendence of the Allies and the U,S., only ship-
keepers will be left on board.
The specifications of the Allies extend to:
6 Battle-cruisers,
10 Battleships.
8 Small Cruisers (of which 2 are minelayers).
50 Destroyers of the latest type.
All ships indicated for internment must be ready to
leave the German ports seven days after the signing of the
Armistice terms. The route for the voyage will be
ordered by W/T/